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ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AR NO. 99- 149

A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY URGING THE
ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION TO INCLUDE THE DESIGN AND
CONSTRUCTION OF GRADE-SEPARATED RAILROAD CROSSINGS, ESPECIALLY
AT THE BIRCHWOOD CROSSING, AND TO INCORPORATE THE COSTS, AS PART
OF THE ANCHORAGE - WASILLA TRACK REALIGNMENT PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) is planning to begin work
to straighten approximately 41 curves in the railroad tracks between Anchorage and
Wasilla; and

WHEREAS, the Assembly has shown support for this track realignment project
by recently approving a sole source land purchase to the ARRC to help facilitate the
project; and

WHEREAS, the cost estimate for the track realignment project is between $9
million and $11 million, and will be funded under a $22 million federal grant to Alaska
contained in a 1997 Amtrak appropriation; and

WHEREAS, this track realignment will increase the speed of passenger and
freight trains from an average 31 mph to over 50 mph; and

WHEREAS, residents - especially in the Eagle River/Chugiak/Birchwood areas -
are concerned about the safety implications of high-speed trains traveling through
residential areas, especially at local railroad crossings; and

WHEREAS, some of the largest undeveloped land parcels within the Municipality
are located in the Eagle River/Chugiak/Birchwood areas and access to much of this
land for future development will use the Birchwood railroad crossing; and

WHEREAS, the Assembly supports the construction of grade-separated railroad
crossings between Anchorage and Wasilla, especially at the Birchwood crossing, given
the following:

An intent of federal legislation (Transportation Equity Act for the 21*
Century - TEA21) is to enhance the mobility and safety of passengers and
freight on rail lines by constructing safe railroad crossings;
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The ARRC has stated that the safest railroad crossing is a grade-
separated crossing;

The ARRC received $22 million from Amtrak, specifically for roadbed and
track improvements; and

It is more economical to include the design and construction of grade-
separated crossings in the track realignment project and incorporate the
costs now, than have to retrofit later and go through the AMATS process
and compete with other projects for future funding.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Anchorage Assembly resolves:

Section 1:  That the Assembly urges the Alaska Railroad Corporation to
include the design and construction of grade-separated railroad
crossings, and to incorporate the costs now, as part of the
Anchorage - Wasilla track realignment project.

Section 22 That high priority be given to constructing a grade-separated
railroad crossing at the Birchwood crossing.

Section 3:  That, upon passage and approval of this resolution, the Municipal
Clerk forward a copy of the resolution to the ARRC Board of
Directors, State Legislature, State Department of Transportation
and Public Facilities, Alaska’s federal delegation.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Municipal Assembly this

X day of , 1999.
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